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# 10 PERSONAL
#10 Specific Personal Promise 4/22/10 #_J__ (Marilyn)
The situation:tc "Situation\:"
I was shopping in a department store and happened to see a table with many beautiful, expensive sweaters. The sign on the table was marked, "$8.99 each." I thought "WOW! What a bargain!" I began to look through the sweaters, my mind racing as I thought of the girls in our family for whom I could buy a sweater as a special birthday gift. I selected several of the sweaters, and when I went to check them out, the clerk rang up the total, which was much more than $8.99 for each sweater. I explained to the clerk that the sign on the sweater table said "$8.99 each," and she said, "Oh, that is a big mistake. That sign does not belong there.” She hesitatingly added, “But since that is what the sign says, I will sell them to you for that price." On my way home after purchasing the sweaters, I was convicted in my spirit that I should not have bought the sweaters at that price. Was I perhaps taking advantage of the young woman who had waited on me? Many thoughts were going through my mind. She might have been the one who placed the wrong sign on the table, and the mistake might even have cost her her job.

The question I was asking God:tc "Question I was asking God\:"
I did not have to ask God a question concerning the sweaters since that morning He had already spoken to me about this. 
Note:

As I drove away from the store, the words that God had spoken to my heart that morning were ringing in my ears. God had spoken to me before I went shopping that morning to prepare me to respond in the way He wanted me to respond.
God's answer/specific personal promise:tc "Answer/specific personal promise\:"
“Whoever offers praise glorifies Me; 
And to him who orders his conduct aright
 I will show the salvation of God.”












—Psalm 50:23 NKJV
Note:

Then God brought other confirmation verses to my mind. 
God's confirmation promises:

O God, You know my foolishness; 
And my sins are not hidden from You.












—Psalm 69:5 NKJV
Let not those who wait for You, 
O Lord God of hosts, be ashamed because of me; 
Let not those who seek You be confounded because of me...












 —Psalm 69:6 NKJV
 Nevertheless I am continually with you; 
You hold me by my right hand. 

You will guide me with Your counsel,
And afterward receive me to glory.  













 —Psalm 73:23-24 NKJV
Note:

I thanked God for His intensely personal love for me and for His speaking to me so freely about integrity and bringing His words to my mind with the sweater situation. He knows my heart, and He knows I would not have enjoyed those sweaters over time because of a mistake someone else had made in pricing them. The wrong price would have been at someone else's expense.
 tc "Confirmation promise\:"










tc "Confirmation promise\:"
The rest of the story:

God showed me His salvation by saving me from selfishness and allowing me to bring glory to Him by returning the sweaters and sharing with the young woman why I was returning them. 
The correct price for the sweaters was more than I wanted to pay, so when I left the store I had no sweaters. But I had peace with God and the peace of God, and that is far more valuable to me than anything this world has to offer.
The truth(s) God was reinforcing in my life:

Integrity matters. Peace of mind is more important than temporal gain. Sometimes God speaks to us to prepare us for something coming up in the near or distant future. I am responsible to God for right conduct. My sins are not hidden from God. I am not to let my conduct be an excuse that keeps others from coming to God. God guides me with His counsel and will someday receive me to His glory. 
