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#51 – FAMILY HEALTH ISSUE/DISCIPLING IN JAMAICA

 
The situation: 

In 1994, my dad was recovering from his first heart attack, and I had gone to Memphis, TN, to take care of him. Mother had had a stroke a few years before, and now Dad needed my help in caring for both of them. I had been in Memphis for two weeks when Jerry called to see what I was thinking about a mission trip we had been invited to take. We had been asked to go and disciple people in Jamaica with One on One with God. The deadline for making airline reservations was the next day, and Jerry needed to know if he should make the reservations or if I would need to stay in Memphis to take care of Daddy and Mother. He was not calling to pressure me in any way but to simply ask me what I thought we should do. He was okay with the decision either way it was made, but since I was in Memphis and could see the help Daddy and Mother needed, Jerry needed my perspective. 
 Note: 

After I got off the phone with Jerry, I realized there was a lot of turmoil within me. I felt very strongly that Daddy and Mother needed me to be there with them, and yet there was a strong feeling within me that we were to go to Jamaica. I could not understand what I was feeling. I went to bed and lay there praying, asking God to give me peace about the decision that needed to be made. 

The question I was asking God: 
“Father, I do not have peace about staying with Dad and Mother or about going to Jamaica. Please give me peace about staying or leaving. From my perspective Daddy and Mother need me to help them, but there is turmoil in my spirit about whether or not to go to Jamaica. Would you please speak and give me peace?”
Note: 

I went on to sleep, and in the middle of the night I awakened. As I do many times when I wake up in the night, I went to the Word to have my quiet time with the Lord. As I opened to my calendar readings for that day, the Lord spoke to me immediately.

God's answer/specific personal promise: 
“…and said …, ‘Leave your country and your relatives, and come into the land that I will show you.'”
—Acts 7:3 NASB 

Go…That you may tell…the next generation…

—Psalm 48:13 NASB
“…you shall be my witnesses…even to the remotest parts of the earth.”
—Acts 1:8 NASB
Note: 
I immediately knew the Lord was speaking to me about going to Jamaica, but everything in me shouted, “But Daddy and Mother need me!” Then as I continued to read, the Lord comforted my heart with the following promises that He was indeed leading us to Jamaica and that He was my dad’s keeper.
God's confirmation promises:
“Because he has loved Me, therefore I will deliver him;

I will set him securely on high, because he has known My name.
He will call upon Me, and I will answer him;
I will be with him in trouble;
I will rescue him and honor him.
With a long life I will satisfy him 

And let him see My salvation.”
—Psalm 91:14-16 NASB
The righteous man will flourish like the palm tree,

He will grow like a cedar in Lebanon.

Planted in the house of the Lord, 
They will flourish in the courts of our God. 
They will still yield fruit in old age; 
They shall be full of sap and very green, 
To declare that the Lord is upright; 
He is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in Him.
—Psalm 92:12-15 NASB

The rest of the story: 
While having breakfast with Daddy and Mother the next morning, I told them how the Lord was dealing with me about going to Jamaica and what He had confirmed in my heart during the night. I explained to them that I did not understand the Lord’s leading us to Jamaica at this time, but I knew that He had clearly spoken to me and given me peace. I had written out these promises for them, and Dad said to me, “Oh sweet girl, you don’t worry about Mother and me. The Lord will take care of us; you do what the Lord has told you to do.” What a blessing for me to go with their blessing and God’s peace! 
When I arrived in Jamaica, the church we were in asked Jerry and me to give our testimony on Sunday morning. When I shared with them my story and how the Lord had led in my coming to Jamaica, there were amens all over the auditorium. When we met for One on One with God each evening, many of the women arrived one hour early to pray for Daddy and Mother. When I returned home from Jamaica, the Lord wowed me with the provision and care He had given Daddy and Mother while I was away and the healing that had taken place with Dad, who had already been back in the pulpit preaching while I was gone. Our God is good all the time! He constantly puts a new song of joy in my heart. Specific personal promises had once again been super-abundantly fulfilled.
The truth(s) God was reinforcing in my life:

Trust God—He can handle any situation. Obey God, regardless of the circumstances. Always be ready to go tell the next generation about our wonderful Savior. We are to be His witnesses even to the remotest parts of the earth. His presence fills me with gladness. The righteous will flourish and bear fruit even in old age. We are to proclaim that "the Lord is upright; He is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in Him."
