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# 53  Don Prodigal Promise(S)  DONE  August 9, 2010
The situation:tc "Situation\:"
Our youngest son Don took a prodigal path that broke our hearts.  We deeply love our sons, Steve and Don, and our hearts desire is that they love God passionately, and faithfully serve Him all the days of their lives.  During Don's years on his prodigal journey, we kept our home open to him, and consistently poured out our hearts before God on his behalf.  My burden for Don was so heavy, and I was so very deeply grieved about the direction he was taking, I was pouring my heart out to God on behalf of Don, and desperately asking God to speak to my heart concerning him.

The questions I was asking God during those long years were many times the same questions, but worded differently:    
Father, I pour out my heart to You, humbly asking that You please save our son from his prodigal ways for Your honor and Your glory?
tc "Question I was asking God\:"
Father, would You please speak to my heart once again today, concerning Don and his life?  
Father You know how desperately we want Don to repent, and turn from his rebellious ways, and surrender to You wholeheartedly.  Please Father draw him to Yourself.

The Lord was always so gracious to remind me and sustain me with the promises that He had given and then add new confirmation promises.

God's confirmation promises:

"I have seen his ways but I will heal him; I will guide him and restore comfort to him, creating praise on the lips of the mourners…”Peace, peace, to those far and near says the LORD, And I will heal them."












(Isaiah 57:18-19 NIV84)
Note:

In my NKJV Bible, while reading Isaiah 57:18-19; I recorded ten different dates where the Lord spoke to my heart giving me this specific promise concerning Don.  And in my NIV Bible I had written in the margin of that Bible while reading Isaiah 57:18-19, “Being answered!
"I have raised him up in righteousness, and I will direct all his ways;”  
(Isaiah 45:13  NKJV)
Note:

During those long years, the Lord was so good to give me promise after promise concerning Don.  As the time wore on, and I would become weary and discouraged from not seeing a change in Don, the Lord would remind me of the promises that He had given to me, and He would give me more promises to strengthen me for that day and the battle we were in for Don's life.  Here are a few of those promises.  

"...For they shall not be ashamed who wait for Me."

(Isaiah 49:23  NKJV)
"...For I will contend with him who contends with you, and I will save your children."

(Isaiah 49:25  NKJV) 
The rest of the story:

In the margin of my NIV Bible, I have written a note by 1 Peter 5:5 NIV84  ... "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble."  My note in the margin, says, "Answered 10 years later.”  After ten years on the prodigal path, Don humbled himself before the Lord, and then he came to Jerry and asked him to disciple him.  He said, “Dad, I'm not the same guy I was when I first went through One on One with God, would you take me through again.”
After about ten years on the prodigal path, Don, broken before the Lord, returned from the "far country" and surrendered his life to Jesus and His ministry. God brought a beautiful, godly young woman, Daphne Hoaldridge, into Don's life to be his wife; they were married, he started Seminary, and upon graduation from Bethel Seminary he gave full time to living out God’s call in his life as a Children’s Pastor. He is presently serving the Lord as the Children's Pastor of a large church, and he and Daphne have three precious children, Grace, Glory, and Hunter.

The truth(s) God was reinforcing in my life:

We can believe God when He speaks, because He is faithful to His promises.  Cling to God’s promises regardless of what our five senses tell us.  Live by faith, that new dimension in the Christians life that teaches us to trust in, rely on and depend upon God.  God not only gives us hope, He is our hope, and He is faithful to fulfill His promises.  Rest always in God’s promises.
